InE 


VOLUME 23, ISSUE 10 


MSN asa 
Communication Tool 
Page 3 


MARCH 22, 2006 


mu WN 


WWW.THECROWN.CA 


Struggles with Sexual Impurity a 
Taboo Topic in Christian Circles 


) 


Breaking the 
wall of silence 


JASON DUERMEYER 
Editor-in-Chief 


ost people within the 


Redeemer community 


consider lust, pornography 


and masturbation to be im 


moral, yet few seem will 


about the 
that 


a significantly 


ing to speak up 


negative impact these 
are having on 
large segment of the student 
body 

Ignorance might not be to 
blame for Christi 


ins being 
tight-lipped; the 


pre\ alence 


of sexually immoral behav 
non-Christians 


well 


umented 


iour among 
and Christians alike i 

and dox 
United States 


pornography 


known 
In the 
the 


draws an 


along 
industry 


US$12 


estimated 
billion per year in revenue 
Worldwide the number 
jumps to a staggering US$5; 
billion 
Many 
that 


to the strength of this indus 


Christians admit 


they have contributed 
try. According to a study that 
Christianity Today conducted 
in 2005 that involved survey 
ing 680 pastors and 1,972 lay 
persons, 57 percent of pastors 
say that addiction to pornog 


the sexually 


raphy is most 
damaging issue to their con 
gregation 

And contrary to what 


popular opinion might lead 


one to believe, while men 


are primarily responsible for 


the porn market's succe 

women are also helping to 
boost the industry’s profits 
loday’s Christian Woman re 


cently conducted a survey of 


REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LIBRARY 


CROWN - 
PER/LH/3/.C76 


on | 


its female readers and found 
that 


havins 


44 percent admitted to 
? intentionally accessed 
Internet pornography 

Many 


Redeemer 


students al 
regard masturba- 
tion—that is, the self-manip 


ulation of one’s sex organs 


for pleasure—to be immotr 
al because of its association 
with lust and its being equi 
alent to adultery, according 
to biblical passages such as 
Matthew 5:27-28 


ss, like the use 
elf-sex” is 


Neverthele 
of porn, not an 


uncommon activity among 
Christians, especially 
1994 book, The 


Archibald Hart con 


men 
For hi: Sexual 
Man, D1 

ducted a 


that 96 


study and found 


percent of single 
Christian men under the age 


of 20 habitually masturbated 
Many Reasons for Silence 


this 


silence 


Despite alarming 


reality, about the 


REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 


“Somehow there Seems to be 
a split between being a good 
Christian and being a sexual 
being... We live as if we are not 
spiritual and sexual.” 


prevalence of sexually dys- 
functional behaviour persists 
on Redeemer’s campus. 

According to srenda 
psychology 


Redeemer, one 


Stephenson, a 
professo! at 
reason for the silence might 
be students’ misunderstand- 
ing the nature of sexuality: 
“Somehow there seems to be 
a split between being a good 
Christian and being a sexu- 
we 
are not spiritual and sexual. 
And so we don’t talk about 
it, It becomes a taboo subject. 


al being....We live as if 


It becomes whispered in the 


hallways. It becomes an un- 


From Meadowlands to “Meadowlands” 


A future path will lead students to prayer and reflection 


JOHN KRUEGER 
Coordinator of Career 
and Academic Support 

Services 


hen | began work at 


Redeemer in 1990, | 
used to meander through the 
real meadowlands behind the 


campus, which led all the way 
to highway 403.1 would stop 
to pray in little groves that are 
now long gone, paved and 
streets such 
Court 


sodded under 


as Portsmouth and 
Yorkshire Drive 


It is curious that new hous 


ing developers choose names 


like “The Meadowlands” and 
“Oak Trails.” Builders 


erect 


Sit 
é 


ditions of the land as 


yns displaying artists’ ren 
it once 
appeared: a great blue heron 
dabs 


marsh, or a 


through a sprawling 
winding creek 
flows through a_ pastoral 
woodland 

Ironically, new develop 
after the 
very things they destroy 

I took 


around 


ments are named 
the spacious lands 
Redeemer for grant 
ed without realizing that 


within a few years, the cam 


pus would become a green 
island surrounded by a sea 
of big roofs. Wooded areas 


such as our orchard are dis 
appearing at an alarming rate 


This fall, 


in Ancaster 


past 


the wooded trails behind the 


corner of Garner Road and 
Southcote Road were cleared 
away for more luxurious es- 
tates 
Ancaster 


ed its burgeoning communi- 


has compensat- 
ties with meagre grassy green 
“spots” such as Kitty Murray 
Park or ornamental “par 
kettes,” like the one on Wilson 
Street that leads to the Old 
Mill Restaurant 

Since natural areas within 
the city are rare, Redeemer is 
taking steps to protect and 
small trea- 


enhance our 


SEE “ENVIRONMENTAL,” 
PAGE 4 


derground thing.” 

In reality, some students 
are downright afraid of how 
their peers might react to 
them if they talk about taboo 
issues like self-sex and lust. 

“A safe environment needs 
to be created where people 
feel they can be open about 
their mistakes without being 
judged,” fourth-year 
Student Jasmine Lightfoot. 


said 


Whereas some are aware 
that there is a problem but 
are simply afraid to speak 
up, other students seem com- 
pletely about 
the prevalence of sexually 


unconcerned 


immoral behaviour on cam- 
pus. Last week, third-year 
student and residential ad- 
visor Josiah Bokma tried to 
persuade his dorm mates 
to attend the “sexuality re- 
deemed” discussion for men, 
at which he was one of the 
leading spokesmen, but they 
squarely turned him down. 
Reflecting on the situa- 
tion, Bokma said that many 
Christian men do not seem to 
grasp the severity of the dys- 
functional sexual habits that 
them, robbing them 
of spiritual development. 
Immoral sexual activity often 
undercuts 
by engendering intense feel- 
ings of guilt, shame, and 
grief, which tend to under- 
mine one’s relationship with 


God, 


chain 


one’s self-esteem 


The Stronghold of Addiction 


hose who do acknowl- 
edge that they have a sexual- 


ly related problem— whether 
it be lust, pornography, mas- 
turbation, or premarital sex — 
find themselves left with the 
daunting challenge of achiev- 
ing what seems to be the im- 
possible: sexual purity. 

“[Sex] is just very power- 
ful, and because of the power, 
it makes one feel very vulner- 
able because it has such an 
all-encompassing power over 
them. It’s all they can think 
about, and they just feel very 
defeated,” said John Krueger, 
Coordinator of Career and 
Academic Support Services 
at Redeemer. 

Biologically, the addictive 
power of sexually dysfunc- 
tional behaviours, such as 
compulsive masturbation, 
can be traced to the release of 
opium-like chemicals that are 
released into the brain during 
sexual stimulation. 

Psychologically and emo- 
tionally, sex can provide an 
easy means of escape from 
pain or distress. Yet the es- 
cape is momentary and usu- 
ally only exasperates the 
underlying problems that 
the person refuses or doesn’t 
know how to address, 

“The addictive process is 
[such] that it gives you im- 
mediate gratification,” said 
Stephenson. “It is always 
there when you need it. It 
becomes a catchall for every- 
thing.” 

Sexual addicts, Stephenson 
continued, “live in their fan- 
tasies. And their fantasies are 
immediate, and they never 
have to deal with who they 
are in this moment or what 
they feel about all of this. 
And then when they ‘come 
to themselves,’ they think, 
‘How could I have done 
that?’ And then they’re full of 
shame, and full of guilt, and 
full of whatever, and they've 
got no way to [deal with] it. 
They can’t go and confess to 
whomever, so they go back to 
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Jen Vanderberg and Kevin Hoogendam strike a pose at the Midnight Masquerade. 
Redeemer’s annual formal banquet took place on March 18 at Carmen’s Banquet Hall. 
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Free Software and the Free University World 


Open source software allows for participation in shaping new technology 


CRYSTLE NUMAN 
Redeemer Class of 2000 
Special to The Crown 


D* Derek Schuurman, 
professor of Computer 
Science at Redeemer 
University College spoke to 
fellow faculty on February 
15, 2006, about free software 
and the Free University (as 
in the Free University in 
Amsterdam and Abraham 
Kuyper’s intentions for it). 
Universities were built up 
to share and exchange ideas 
among peers, and the logi- 
that would 
be to do the same with com- 
puter software that is both 
used and developed at a uni- 
versity. 

For the most part, profes- 
sors from other disciplines at 
this liberal arts university in 
Ancaster, Ontario, attended 
the gathering, but some stu- 


cal outcome of 


dents and alumni also were 
present. 

Schuurman began by giv- 
ing an overview of free soft- 
ware and what open source 
is, and contrasted this to 
proprietary software. Many 
of the professors are mainly 
computer users and are un- 
familiar with the underlying 
technologies. 

Schuurman then turned to 
reflecting on how Christianity 
interacts, if at all, with soft- 
ware development, and es- 
pecially with 
software. He stated that the 


open source 


language of 
and the development para- 


open source 


digm have 
many aspects 
with which 


Christians can 
agree, This in- 
cludes — shar- 
ing, helping 
others, and 
freedom. 
Schuurman 
next talked 
about Kuyper 


and put 
forth ideas 
about Neo- 


Kuyperianism 
with regards 
to open source 
software. 
Kuyper is a 
recent,  influ- 
ential thinker 
in Reformed 
theology, and 
Redeemer 
has Reformed 
roots. 

Kuyper talked about two 
kinds of scientific develop- 
ment, Christian and non- 
Christian, and would have 
that to comput- 

but Schuurman 
would rather speak of 
Christian software devel- 
opment as being distinctive 
while having difference as a 
consequence, not an aim. In 
order, then, to have faithful 
Christian software and tech- 
nology, the only way to affect 
change is if itis open and able 
to be changed. Therefore, 
open source provides an ex- 
cellent avenue for faithful 
Christian scholarship. 


God 


extended 
er science, 


Schuurman quoted Neil 
Postman, who, in Technopoly 
states that technology is not 
neutral but is, rather, value 
laden. All technology makers 
embed their values in their 
products, which are then bi- 
ased toward certain users. 
Schuurman mentioned two 
values easily seen in current 
technology: consumerism 
and greed, both of which are 
non-Christian values. 

Christian approaches to 
technology, as mentioned by 
Schuurman from Quentin 
Schultz’s book High Tech 
Worship, are either (1) te- 
jection of all technology, @) 


wants 


your 


undergrad 
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adoption of 
technology ex- 
actly how oth- 
ers use it, (3) 
adaptation — by 
asking how, 
where, when, 
and why to use 
technology, and 
(4) creation by 


changing and 
shaping _ tech- 
nology. With 
open source, 


one has an op- 
portunity to 
participate — in 
creating new 
technology 
and software, 
and this is why 
Schuurman 
A SD dl a 
Christians to 
be aware of the 
open source 
movement and 
to play an active role. 
Schuurman identified four 
aspects open source software 
allows that are of particu- 
lar value to Christians. First, 
better stewardship of money 
and resources is possible. 
Many programs are free, and 
much of the software can 
be run on older hardware, 
extending its usefulness. 
Second, by sharing informa- 
tion and software, people 
can follow the command to 
“Love your neighbour” and 
can also help out the under 
privileged. Third, collabo- 
ration and peer review can 
flourish and encourage fur- 


ther insights and develop- 
ments. Fourth, open source 
software allows Christians to 
participate in the shaping of 
technology. 

During the question period, 
many professors expressed 
their appreciation at learning 
about something completely 
new and somewhat foreign. 
A few expressed concern for 
developers who seem to just 
give away their time and get 
no reward for their work. 
Schuurman and members of 
the audience spoke of how 
many of the main developers 
are employed by various or- 
ganizations and that those or- 
ganizations are willing to pay 
them and have the final prod- 
uct be open source. 

One professor then asked 
how he could try out these 
ideas, since he runs Windows 
and knows very little about 
Open source software. Many 
examples of open source soft- 
ware for Windows were men- 
tioned (Firefox, Thunderbird, 
OpenOffice.org), and 
Schuurman said there usu- 
ally are Linux users willing 
to help others interested in 
installing Linux. Schuurman 
also mentioned that many of 
the professors at Redeemer 
are already using open 
source, since they had re- 
cently began using Moodle, a 
course management system. 


Crystle Newman (‘00) is cur- 
rently a project coordinator with 
Guided Vision, a software devel- 
opmient company. 


‘ Students Complete - 


Mission Work in 
Own Backyard 


Highlights of week in downtown 
Hamilton include renovations, 
youth ministry, and conference 


ADAM WILSON 
Special to The Crown 


Over reading _—_—-week, 
we packed our bags and 
went off into Downtown 
Hamilton, being led by four 
great Redeemer students: 
Steve Dykstra, Mark DeVos, 
Willem de Ruijter, and Sarah 
Slotegraaf. Hamilton is 
close to home, yet there are 
sO many poor people who 
need our help, and there is so 
much we don’t know about 
this city. 

The days were filled to 
the brim with activity. My 
group started out painting 
the walls of home for special 
needs people. We covered 
the downstairs, upstairs, and 
hallway with new paint. The 
kitchen, dining room, and 
living room of the house now 
look brighter and are more 
livable for a group of high- 
needs individuals. 

We then played ball at Kids 
Club with some kids from the 
downtown area, These kids 
need interaction from peo- 
ple like us who can be role 
models for them. For many, it 
was a time away from fight- 
ing parents or parents who 
use drugs. Many of the kids 
are from broken homes. Kids 
Club is a bright spot in many 
young kids lives, and the club 
leaves a lasting impression on 
them. 

The next day, three of us 
woke up at 7:00 a.m, in the 
morning, (way too early!) 
to attend the breakfast club 


across the street where local 
kids come in the morning to 
eat breakfast before school. 
Forty-six kids came to the 
club that day. Sometimes, 
over 50 kids from the area 
eat breakfast there. It’s a great 
outreach opportunity. 

Throughout the week, we 
managed to help out at City 
Kids, The Vine, The Living 
Rock, a school, and a mis- 
sions building, as well as the 
City Hall, where we prayed 
with a group who meets 
there regularly to pray for 
the city. 

Ending the week off with 
a blast, we got together and 
attended the TrueCity con- 
ference (I had a piece of my 
artwork up on display!). We 
talked about how we can im- 
prove the city for the future — 
for the youth, the poor, and 
other aspects of the city. My 
group talked about making 
better places for youth and 
came up with images that 
could make for a better city. 

It was a good week, and 
I would recommend going 
on this trip to anyone, It was 
definitely challenging but ex- 
citing, and each of us learned 
many new things and have 
been changed because of the 
experiences we had during 
the mission trip. We came 
out with a different view of 
ourselves. We hope we were 
able to touch lives and show 
the love of Jesus to the peo- 
ple we came in contact with, 
Everyone should go on the 
Hamilton mission trip! 


News 
Flash 


JAKE BELDER & 
AARON VERHOEF 
Senior Staff Writers 


France 


Tens of thousands of stu- 
dents are now protesting a 
new and very controver- 
sial labour law that just en- 
tered the country’s books. 
The basic gist of the law is 
that those people who are 
under 26 years of age must 
sign a contract with their 
employer that the employ- 
er can break off any time he 
wants. 

President Jacques 
Chirac, while willing to 
listen to the students’ com- 
plaints, insisted that taking 
such measures is necessary 
for curbing unemploy- 
ment. But students fear 
that the First Employment 
Contract (CPE), passed 
into law two weeks ago, 
will diminish job stability 
in a country where 20 per- 
cent of 16 to 25-year-olds 
are unemployed. 


Liberia 


The president of this 
country, Ellen Johnson- 
Sirleaf, recently wowed 
members of the United 
States Congress by saying 
that US aid was helping to 
bring peace to her country, 
which is still recovering 
from a 14-year civil war. 

Johnson-Sirleaf, who is 
also Africa’s first elected 
female leader, promised 
to make Liberia America’s 
success story in Africa. 
Liberia, which was found- 
ed in 1847 by freed slaves, 
still has some 15, 000 UN 
peacekeeping troops in- 
side saying that the coun- 
try’s peace still remains 
fragile. 


Newton, New Jersey 


In recent news, a for- 
mer Redeemer student 
has been raising ears in 
her newly found pageant 
success. After her decision 
to take a break from the 
books, Laura Johnson now 
finds herself within strik- 
ing distance of the coveted 
Miss New Jersey title, with 
only 27 girls left to meet 
their ultimate defeat. 

But everything is not so 
hunky-dory in her fiance 
Mike’s land, With the pag- 
eant win also comes “the 
crown,” which comes with 
a contract that Johnson has 
to sign stating that she can 
not get married or even be 
seen in pictures with Mike 
when she has her crown 
on. 

What mean 
for these two lovers? Not 
only does this mean that 
their formerly 
winter marriage must be 
moved to the summertime, 
but their promise to never 
kiss until marriage must 
also come with it. Ach 
it's only another year and 
some odd months to go, 
unless she wins the Miss 
New Jersey title... 


does this 


planned 
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their comfort source, which 
[might be] the Internet 


There is Hope 


Despite the powerful sway 
of sexual immorality, which 
Canada’s sex-saturated cul 
ture seems only to encourage, 
there is hope for those who 
truly harbour a hatred tor sex 
ual sin, 

Circulating among some 
Redeemer students is con 
temporary literature such as 
Stephen Arterburn’'s recently 
published books Every Young 
Man’s Battle and Every Man's 
Battle, as well as Shannon 
Ethridge’s Every Young 
Woman's Battle. 

Every Man’s Battle suggests 
a three-pronged “battle plan’ 
against sexual impurity that 
includes following the exam 
ple of the Biblical character 
Job by making a “covenant” 
with one’s eyes so as not to 
look lustfully at women; ex- 
tinguishing or taking captive 
all lustful thoughts; and re- 
vamping one’s heart so that 


it becomes infused with God's 
purposes and His holy love. 

Asked to suggest solutions 
to the sexual sin with which 
men tend to struggle, Krueger 
Was initially lost for words: “1 
wish | had something really 
clever to say, but I doen't, It’s 
just hard work. It boils down 
to the simplicity of fleeing.” 

“First there’s the discipline 
of the eyes, but then there’s 
the turning of the heart to 
lesus—to set your eyes upon 
lesus,” Krueger continued. 
“It’s a quick act of worship; 
i's a transferring of affection 
from what wants to take my 
atfections and saying, ‘Jesus, 
this is for You.’ And you may 
not have time to say this, but 
He reads it that way if our 
hearts are right.” 

Taking for granted that 
women are naturally wired 
differently than the way men 
are, Every Young Woman's 
Battle focuses not only on the 
temptations of masturbation 
and premarital sex, but also 
on how women can deal ef- 
fectively with their need to 
be loved, affirmed, and ac- 
cepted —desires that can of- 
tentimes conflict with the 


primarily physical desires of 
men, 

“Everyone wants to be 
loved and valued, Girls want 
the perfect love, but only God 
can give that, Girls think that 
guys are going to solve every- 
thing,” said Lightfoot, “All 
some girls need to do is learn 
true self-respect, which can 
only be given by God's Jove 
for us.” 

Stephenson — emphasized 
the importance of prayer in 
the battle against sexual per 
versions: “If you can’t talk to 
people, bring it into prayer 
Say ‘You know how much I’m 
struggling, and | don’t know 
if this is wrong or right, but 
this is the truth about me’ and 
to start expressing it in ways 
that are congruent with your 
own self,” 

Along with prayer, come 
plete withdrawal from the 
dysfunctional behaviour 
must occur, but as Stephenson 
stressed, “it’s difficult to do 
outside of some kind of men- 
tor relationship, be it therapy, 
be it with a pastor, be it with 
an older, wiser friend...be- 
cause you need a space to talk 
about your feelings without 


feeling judged.” 

Not only ean the Student 
Life department at Redeemer 
point persons in the right di- 
rection in this regard, but also 
it regularly holds panel dis- 
cussions and open meetings 
for those wishing to learn 
more about healthy sexual be- 
haviours, attitudes, and feel- 
ings. 

There are also help- 
ful websites to which one 
Might look for guidance, 
such as www.new-life.net, 
Www.xxxehureh.com, and w 
Ww.christiananswers.net, 
~ The most important first 
Step towards redeeming sex- 
uality, however, might be 
fostering a higher level of 
transparency. “Being healthy 
in the Christian world in- 
Volves being open about 
6ex—and having enough 
knowledge or confidence to 
be able to discuss it with peo- 
ple,” said Lightfoot. 

Stephenson echoed _ this 


sentiment: “[Sex] is a vital, 
"alive part of us, and when we 


try to cut it off or push it un- 


Shaking Off the Shackles of Sexual Sin 


Biblical Quotations on Sexual Impurity 
Defining Sexual Sin: 


¢ “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not com- 
mit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks 
at a woman lustfully has already committed adul- 
tery with her in his heart. [f be right eye causes 
you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is bet- 
ter for you to lose one bi of your body than for 

ay Se body to be thrown into hell” (Matthew 


* Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to 
your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impu- 
rity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idola- 
Tai Because of these, the wrath of God is coming 
(Colossians 3:5-6). 


Guarding the Eyes, Mind & Heart: 


* [have made a covenant with my eyes not to look 
lustfully at a girl (Job 31:1). 


* We demolish arguments and every pretension 
that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, 
and we take captive every thought to make it obe- 
dient to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). 


* Flee from sexual immorality... You are not your 


derground, it expresses itself 
in a way that isn’t life-giv- 


own, you were bought at a price. Therefore hon- 
our God with your body (1 Corinthians 6;18-20). 


Environmental Management Plan Develops “Breathing Space” 


DO YOU LOVE 


$200 for the best student 
article relating to science 
or mathematics to appear 
in the Crown this academic 
year. 


NSERC (Science and Engineering Research 

Canada) is a federal agency that funds 

and promotes basic discovery and innovation research 
at universities and industries across 


Canada. 
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The path to Meadowlands is an access route to the campus’ natural areas. 
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sure in the northwest corner of the 
campus. Here you will find a head- 
water tributary to Tiffany Creek, a 
wetland cattail marsh, a regenerat- 
ing field, an orchard, a balsam pop- 
lar swamp, and a deciduous forest. 

The power of nature comes from 
its ability to bind us to our beliefs, 
to open us to the God who is al- 
ways present. The Lord may be the 
same everywhere, but we are not. 
The physical environment has a 
slow, pervasive influence upon our 
“inner climate” —our sense of well- 
being. 

Many Redeemer students have 
difficulty adapting their prayer 
life to a busy campus and noisy 
dorms. Finding a place to reflect, 
pray, or go for a quiet walk with a 
friend can be difficult, The Redeemer 
Environmental Management Plan 
(EMP) has a modest suggestion 
to create a little more breathing 
space. The EMP proposes that a trail 
system be built to make the natural 
areas Of Our Campus more accessi- 
ble to students and the surrounding 
community. 

Many students enjoy the orchard 
area, but it is our hope that a trail 
system will enhance the experience. 
Our plan is to access the headwater 
tributary to Tiffany Creek, related 
wetlands, fields, and woods through 
a system of board walks, bridges, 
and foot paths, Wooden benches 
and interpretive information will 
make the trail a relaxing andgedu- 
cational place for students, visiting 
groups, and local communities, 

The trail will have access points on 
Kitty Murray Lane and Stonehenge; 
thus, it will link Redeemer to its 
neighbours. Welcoming, our com- 
munity is important when the pre- 
vailing feeling in our city towards 
private lands is characterized by 
uptight “Beware of Dog” signs. We 
want to tell our neighbours why this 


land is worth protecting by sharing 
the beauty and peace of the woods 
and offering a low-impact trail for 
everyone's enjoyment. 

Finally, the real purpose of a 
trail is best seen in contrast to the 
other walkways and roads on cam- 
pus. A nature trail is not designed 
to get you somewhere. Its purpose 
is to draw you into the geography 
of the heart through prayer, person- 
al reflection, friendship, or a little 
romance! 

Looking at Redeemer from a 
Google satellite image, | was first 
struck by how small the northwest 
area of Our campus is compared to 
the encroaching development. But 
I learned years ago at a camp that 
small can be beautiful if we have 
eyes to see. 

We were instructed to etch one 
square foot in a patch of earth, and 
then to open our eyes to examine 
our micro plot for various plant life, 
textures, colours, and signs of life 
crawling about. Having learned to 
see on such a small scale, we then 
looked at the foliage, rocks, and 
trees a few feet in front of us, and 
finally at the sunset across the lake. 
[It is not so much where we are, 
but our quality of presence which 
counts as we learn to pray with our 
eyes Open, 

The Redeemer _ satellite photo 
was also a study in contrast be- 
tween the straight lines of architee- 
ture and the circular swirls of trees 
and woods. The academic building 
and dorms spoke to me about God's 
creative work through education 
and Christian community. But an 
integrated Christian learning envi- 
ronment goes further, 

The land itself is a means 
through which God speaks, both 
to us and our neighbours. We need 
the straight lines of architecture, 
the steeples and theology to point 
us heavenward. We also need the 
curves of creation which are full of 
the swirling finger prints of God. 
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MSN shelters 
us from needed 
face-to-face 
confrontation 


JORDAN DELLEMAN 
Junior Staff Writer 


love talking. It is one of the 

greatest gifts God has given 
us. Communication is the key 
element in every interaction, 
from relationships to busi- 
ness transactions, as well as 
the writing of this newspa- 
per. From the use of grunts 
and pictographs in the ear- 
liest times to the advanced 
languages, artistry, and tech- 
nology of today, there have 
been many different kinds of 
One of the 
most useful, and sometimes 


communication 


controversial, tools of commu- 
nication is MSN Messenger. 

I love MSN. I use MSN to 
talk to friends near and far. It 
is a very useful device, as you 


FEATURES 


A Controversial Form of Communication 


can talk to many people all at 
once from all over the globe. 
For us Redeemerites, it al- 
lows us to stay in contact with 
friends from home, siblings, 
parents (who are “with the 
times”), grandparents (who 
are really “with the times”), 
and even friends on campus 
whom you just need to say 
those final words to. But this 
is where the problem comes 
ifs. 

Recently, | was helping lead 
Kids Club downtown, and 
one of the boys was hit in the 
face with a ball while playing 
dodge ball. While the throw- 
er was being sufficiently rep- 
rimanded, I picked the boy 
up and tried to cheer him up. 
What worked? | told him half 
his face was gone and that we 
needed to find it! He laughed, 
put his face back together, and 
went back to the game. 

Are we acting in a simi- 
lar way towards MSN? As | 
said before, | love talking. But 
when I talk, I like using every 
part of my body to express 
myself. Many people use their 
hands more than their mouth 


to communicate. But by using 
MSN, just like the boy from 
Kids Club, we are losing half 
of our ability to communicate. 
So why do we love MSN? 
“We need to talk.” These 
are heavy duty words, and | 
remember an instance when | 
heard these words. The iron- 


get nervous in front of peo- 
ple.” These are some of the 
many excuses | have heard. 
Too many people are afraid to 
confront others directly. 

We are afraid of being hurt? 
I think Paul got stoned, and he 
stood for it. We are afraid of 
sounding dumb and inarticu- 


ic and rel- late? | think 
evant part Moses had 
of it is that : Sroblems 
the speaker By usINng MSN ; peak - 
told me we we are losing half ing, and 
had to talk es a he stood 
later. But of our ability to in front of 
as soon as I communicate. Pharaoh. 
logged into We need 
MSN _ that protection? 
night, sud- God was 


denly it was the hot topic. 
My reply was, “I don’t want 
to talk about it over MSN.” 
My conversation partner was 
not happy with this reply, but 
| could not have said it in any 
other way. 

Why was MSN the cruteh? 
Why did this big talk need to 
be done over MSN? “Well, 
I don’t want to be hurt.” “J 
don’t want to be inarticu- 
late.” “I want protection.” “] 


there for Paul and Moses de- 
spite the odds, Why can’t He 
protect you when you talk to 
your best friend? 

Fear is the prime factor. 
And as Yoda would say, it 
leads to the dark side. Yoda is 
a very smart, green man, and 
he has the answer to overcom- 
ing this fear. We must get past 
this fear of talking face to face. 
\s I said earlier, communi- 
cation is the key element in 


every interaction; without 
communication, there no real 
relationships can exist. 

Faulty communication is 
often worse than no com- 
munication. It is like build- 
ing your house on sand; poor 
communication Can backfire, 
The location seems nice for a 
while—the beaches are beau- 
tiful and there are fun places 
to go—but then your house 
comes crashing down. 

MSN is a nice crutch when 
nothing serious is going on, 
but when you are facing a 
break up or a dilemma, you 
will be deprived of your 
crutch and realize how weak 
you really are. Sure, you can 
walk with your crutch, but can 
you run without it? The only 
reason why I ask is because 
you will have no choice. 

I have travelled across this 
large beautiful country and 
have lived in eight different 
places, and I find this fear ev- 
erywhere | go. Thankfully, | 
was spared the brunt of this 
fear because I didn’t have 
MSN until I was 18. But I do 
fall victim to it, and MSN isn’t 
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the only hiding place. | don’t 
like being nervous any more 
than anyone else does (like 
when I cried during grade 7 
speeches—that still haunts 
me), but MSN is hurting us 
Many people have talked to 
me about their fear, and my 
response always is to commu- 
nicate face to face out of re- 
spect and for experience. 

I will always stand by 
MSN’s utility—it is a great 
tool, but it will never replace 
God's gift of talking. MSN is 
false protection, and it just 
gives the illusion of safety. 
In all our lives, we will come 
across tough times, and we 
will need to stand 
in front of hails of 
Pharaoh, or both. 

From preaching the good 
news to getting married to 
playing poker to speaking in 
tongues, we will need to re- 
late face to face with our fel- 
low humans. Hiding won't 
help us, and MSN is not the 
answer. Too often, it is the 
brace that holds us upright, 
but like Forrest Gump, we 
need to run and break free! 


alone 
stones, 


The MSN Invasion: Revolution or Crisis? 


JULIANE KONYNDYK 
Special to The Crown 
| remember it well. I was 
in my ninth grade comput- 
er class. | was trying to look 
busy, and he was a very cute 
boy. | typed, I clicked, and 
then he finally spoke to me, 
after months of my dying to 
hear his voice. 

“Hey, Julie, do you have 
MSN?” he asked 


Considering the place of instant messenger services 


It was a simple question, 
needing a simple answer, but 
much to my dismay, the clock 
ticked on, and painful silence 
prevailed. 

My mind went blank, and 
panic set it. What in Bill Gates’ 
name was MSN?! A code? A 
joke? An anagram? I didn’t 
have a clue! 

It seems nearly impossible 
to me now, the thought that 
I was once completely oblivi- 


ous to the significance of those 
three little letters. You may not 
recall it anymore, but at one 
point, we all existed outside 
the realm of MSN— Microsoft 
Instant Messenger. 

When we had a question 
about homework, we would 
pick up the phone. When a 
problem arose with a friend 


of ours, we would approach”) 


them face to face. If we were 
angry, we would yell, rather 


than just capitalize our letters 
and overuse the exclamation 
mark, 

Things have certainly 
changed. As I write this, the 
gentle dings of friends and 
acquaintances signing on pro- 
vide background noise. The 
flashes of orange conversation 
windows light up my toolbar, 
and I have spent far too long 
selecting the perfect display 
picture. 
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Instant messaging plays a 
key role in our day-to-day ex- 
istence, and so the question 
we must all confront is, “Are 
we facing a communication 
crisis Or communication revo- 
lution?” Well my fellow mes- 
sengers, the answer is both. 

Many of you must scoff 
at the notion of MSN lead- 
ing to a communication cri- 
sis. The term itself seems a 
tad overdramatic. That said, 
I'm fairly confident that a 
handful of our friends, most 
of our elders, and the entire 
Redeemer English depart- 
ment would acknowledge 
that the potential exists. 

Language is the basis for 
all communication, and the 
instant messenger invasion 
has cheapened the written 
word, MSN conversations 
are characterized by frag- 
mented thoughts and_in- 
complete sentences, While 
not all users fall prey to 
typist sloth, the majority of 
users will shamefully con- 
fess that their MSN conver- 
sations are lacking in correct 
spelling, in punctuation, 
and even in whole words. 

I will be the first to recog- 
nize that this sort of neglect 
has long permeated my lec- 
ture notes, rough drafts, and 
classroom note passing, and 
| have yet to backspace an 
instant message due to a 
comma splice or sentence 
fragment. 

If we view MSN in light 
of its original purpose, to 
provide an easy outlet for 
quick contact, then a few 
typos here and there can 
hardly qualify as a crisis. 
The crisis arises, however, 
when bad habits casually 
dismissed within the win- 
dows of MSN start to trickle 
into other elements of life. 

If laziness begins char- 
acterizes the way in which 
we interact with one anoth- 
er and carryout our school- 
work, then it is a crisis 
indeed. Midterms become 
ridden with “@” instead of 
“at.” Admissible essays are 
the product of electronic 
spell checks and thesaurus- 
es. We forget that “u” is not 
in fact interchangeable with 
“you”. If we aren’t careful, 
our dialogue may soon start 
to resemble what one might 
expect from conversation 
between Paris Hilton and 
Kevin Federline. 

Perhaps the most trou- 
bling consequence of the 


MSN invasion is the dam- 
age it could inflict on human 
relationships. | myself have 
made the mistake of building 
relationships based solely on 
MSN communication. 

What is the risk in this? 
The way that a person pres- 
ents themselves online can be 
extremely misleading, mere- 
ly a’ fabricated online per- 
sona. Two people may think 
themselves deeply connected 
kindred spirits, when in real- 
ity the relationship is surface, 
continuing to progress only 
because of mutual false as- 
sumptions. 

I have also witnessed first 
hand the abuse of this lack of 
identity. MSN can be a place to 
shed inhibitions, pick fights, 
stir up trouble, and keep the 
rumor mill turning. At its 
worst, MSN becomes a tool 
for destruction rather than 
communication. 

What I have presented thus 
far are worse-case scenari- 
os. Despite all my many res- 
ervations, I strongly believe 
that MSN has a place in the 
Redeemer community. For 
every negative aspect, there is 
a surplus of benefits. 

When a balance is struck, 
MSN can bear fruit to deep 
and lasting friendships. It is 
a secure, private environment, 
allowing room for honesty 
and discussion, Friendships 
can be strengthened by MSN 
communication. Furthermore, 
MSN is fun, the perfect place 
for midnight banter, casual 
chitchat, and harmless teas- 
ing. 

In regards to academics, 
students are facing the same 
daunting midterm or slaving 
away on the same ten page 
pager can find solace with 
fellow classmates, In a prac- 
tical sense, the flow of infor- 
mation has never been easier. 
There is no more effective way 
to spread the social calendar. 
And, after all, the MSN inva- 
sion provides satisfaction to 
one of our deepest needs as 
university student—the never 
ceasing need to procrastinate 

Sometimes when | forget 
what my closest friend sounds 
like over the phone or substi 
tute one too many words with 
an emoticon, | still yearn for 
those days ot blissful techno 
logical ignorance to which | 
can never return. All we can 
do is continue to explore the 
possibilities provided by this 
invasion and mak: 
don’t get in too deep 


ure we 
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that 


comes with many benefits 


logging is a trend 
but it also has its equal share 
of negatives. There are plenty 
of great opportunities to meet 
discuss ideas, 


new people, 


and interact, but it is a me 
dium that must be used with 
discernment 

Blogging has become one 
of the most popular Internet 
trends in the past several 
hough its beginnings 


1995, it is 


years 
go as far back as 
only recently that the number 
of blogs (or weblogs) online 
has exploded to huge propor 
tions 

\ blog is 
form, an online journal. It is a 


in its simplest 


place for users to post person 
al thoughts and ideas, If you 
were to go online and pick a 
random selection of blogs, you 
would find a wide assortment 
of topics. You might find any- 
thing from a teenage girl in 
Australia talking about what 
she wore while talking to her 
other friend on the phone, to 
a university student in Poland 
writing about his perspec- 
tive on Schopenhauer’s idea 
of the ontological primacy of 
the human will over the in- 


| do. To staft 
iw people is & 
MN but if you f 
et to know 


Jumping on the Blogging Bandwagon 


Discernment required when posting in online journals 


tellect. The entire community 
of bloggers around the world 
is commonly known as the 
blogosphere 

There are numerous sites 
online that a person can host 
their blog on, such as Blogger 
(a Google conglomerate), 
BlogSpirit, Xanga, 
LiveJournal, and MySpace. As 
an example, Xanga had only a 
few hundred users in 1997. At 


the end of 2005, they reported 


lypepad, 


50 million users 

Reasons are plentiful as to 
why a person might begin 
blogging. Some people use it 
as a means to stay in touch 
with others when they move 
somewhere far away. Others 
do it simply because it is the 
latest trend. Still others use it 
as a tool to pursue knowledge 
and discuss important issues 
and ideas, 

When | began blogging, 
the initial community I inter- 
acted with was restricted to 
the Redeemer blogosphere, 
but now the majority of blogs 
| read are not connected to 
Redeemer and are not even 
based in Canada. | regularly 
read blogs from the United 
States, Finland, Switzerland, 
and New Zealand. Getting to 
know people from around the 
world is a great experience, 
especially for the different 
perspectives that it offers, not 
the least of which is cultural. It 
is also a great way to network 
globally. 

A blog offers its author the 
chance to discuss any sort of 


topic they wish. A post will 
most often be accompanied 
by a “comment” link at the 
foot of the post through whieh 
readers can then interact with 
what the writ 
ten, It can be anything from a 


person has 
statement of appreciation for 
a piece of poetry that some- 
one has written, to debating a 
point of theology with some- 
one else, Here again, a global 
perspective can be 
Since 

many bloggers with many dif 


very en- 
lightening there are 
ferent interests and ideas, you 
can learn a lot by interacting in 
this way. 

rhe opportunity afforded 
the author to improve his or 
her writing skills and com 
thoughts is 

feature of 
blogging. It serves the same 
handwritten 
journal, only with the aspects 


munication of 
another positive 
funchion as a 


mentioned previously. Those 
who have analyzed the blog- 
ging trend commend this as a 
good thing. 

What during, 
the tsunami disaster around 


happened 


Christmastime last year is an 
example of one of the less- 
er known benefits of blog- 
ging. When the tsunami first 
struck, before news reporters 
and other emergency person 
nel were able to get in, there 
were bloggers posting infor 
mation about what was going 
on there, allowing aid work- 
ers to be more informed about 
what they were about to come 
into contact with. 


and their voices, and ye 
~~ don't necessarily ge 


over MSN.” 


And | feel it's 
have that 
interaction].” 


Klassen 


However, there are 
tives to blogging as well. For 
example, there are a large 
number of blogs that either 
post, link to, or dea! with por- 


nega- 


nographic content. Many of 
these blogs are not censored 
and are accessible to virtually 
any audience 

Given the ability to com 
ment on others posts can be 
problematic too. Someone can 
post a thought or an idea that 
might be particularly contro 
versial and may soon be hit 
with a barrage of comments of 
Opposition, which can be both 
derogatory and out of plac e. It 
is just as easy to make enemies 
as it is friends in the blogo- 
sphere. 

Businesses often look unfa 
vourably on their employees 
having blogs. Often employ- 
ees will use it as an outlet for 
posting their frustrations with 
their company or even expos 
ing such things as fraudulent 


activity. Many companies 
worry about having their 
image tarnished by discon 


certed employees. 

Since blogging has become 
a very popular trend, a lot 
of people, especially teenag- 
ers, jump on the bandwagon 
As a result, there are many 
blogs out there with a lot of 
immature and __ particular 
ly useless content. About 90 
percent of blogs are like thi: 
affording the reader no oj 
portunity to learn anything 
or discuss a topic of any sort 
Understandably, the right of 


lfeelit'sa “He just used a really big 


ssion of the 


Anguage.” 


loostra 
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through 
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freedom of speech applies to 
this as well. The negative as- 
pect is that it just makes it 
harder to find information 
you might be looking for. 

This problem, however, 
goes further. Blogging can also 
be a particular problem for 
teenagers who are struggling 
with learning to communicate 
properly with others, They use 
their blogs as a place to post 
the problems and thoughts 
they are dealing with and do 
not share those problems with 
family members. 
Instead, the 


shared with an assortment of 


friends or 
information 1s 


people who have no connec 
tion to the blogger 

It has 
times that a teenager has com- 


happened several 
mitted suicide and, in the in 
vestigation, it was found that 
this person had a blog. The 
posts on the blog gave every 
that the 
was thinking of committing 


indication person 
suicide, but instead of having 
important people know about 
the suicidal teenager, only a 
few random people knew 

Yet another problem is teens 
revealing too much informa 
tion and making themselves 
vulnerable to harassment and 
sexual predation. This may 
range from Emails to requests 
for meetings 

For more information on is- 
sues like this, all you need to 
do is a Google search and you 
will be provided with news 
stories and other discussions 


on this topic 
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Redeemer Bloggers 


Political Science Professor 
David Koyzis: 
byzantinecalvinist. 
blogspot.com 


Philosophy Professor 
Gideon Strauss: 
www.gideonstrauss.com 


Fourth-year Jake Belder: 
jakebelder.blogspot.com 


Pourth-year Pieter 
Harsevoort: 
blog9000. blogspot.com 


Third-year Brittany 
Goheen: 
blogbybertnee. 
blogspot.com 


Third-year Craig 
VanderVeen: 
inkomplete. blogspot.com 


First-year Willem de 
Ruijter: 
dutchandredeemer. 
blogspot.« om 


First-year Sarah Freeman: 
scfreeman.blogspot.com 


Former student Richard 
Greydanus, who is at 
McMaster University doing 
his MA in History: 
rgrydns2.blogspot.com 


Former student Rob 
Joustra, who is currently 
teaching English in Japan 
robjoustra.com 


“Yes. It'S easy to use and 


fast. You Know where your 
friends aré when they sign 


in. You Cantalk to your 


friends 


| It's from the 
serious. It's 
because it 
in artificial 
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t all started a few weeks 
ago when a mysterious 
_ phantom began to print a 
message On my computer 
explaining, from beyond our 
own realm, what I should 
do to better life on earth. The 
phantom’s message was that 
I should stop file sharing be- 
cause “jerks” like me were 
hurting our Internet. 

I thought this strange at 
first, mostly because not only 
do I not share files, but also I 
don’t even have any file shar- 
ing software on my comput- 
er. | decided the best thing to 
do was to go into my network 
options and disable my print- 
er sharing. That solved one 
problem. 

About an hour later, | 
learned that it was not only 
my printer that received the 
message, so instead of being 
hateful, I decided to ask 
“why?” 

So why would Redeemer 
students feel the need to file 
share? | suppose it’s nice to 
share documents and other 
small files that may help with 
education purposes, but I'm a 
little more positive that peo- 
ple primarily share music 
and movies. 

I think that before address- 
ing the Internet issues, it’s best 
to look at the legal and moral 
issues. First of all, you are al- 
lowed to have a song from the 
radio or the Internet for up to 
48 hours of sampling plea- 
sure. Then you have to de- 
lete it. I'm willing to bet that 
most, including myself last 
year, did and do not delete 
these music files. As far as the 
law is concerned, it is theft to 
have in possession something, 
you do not own without the 
artists consent. 

However, you can make 


Snap, Crackle, Crash! 


What happens to Redeemer’s ne 


copies of songs you own. Let's 
say you own a de talk CD and 
a Newsboys CD, but you 
don’t want to take them in 
your car because the heat can 
cause the discs to have per- 
manent skipping problems. 
No problem! You can just 
make copies of the CDs, and 
you can even mix up the two 
or more you own into one. If 
you own the music, you can 
even put different artists onto 
one CD. The only thing is that 
you cannot give the copies to 
people or sell them. By the 
way, you can’t make a copy 
of the CD you own and then 
give the original to a friend 
either, because then you no 
longer own the music and 
can’t keep the copy. 

I know some of you have 
your own version of moral- 
ity that would say it’s morally 
wrong to force people to pay 
for this artwork, and you may 
even have lots of impressive 
excuses too! But you're still 
missing one thing: It is the 
law, and it is theft. And I’m 
pretty sure I don’t need to 
remind you about what the 
Bible says about stealing and 
obeying your government. 
And, so I can avoid a letter 
to the editor on this part of 
my topic, it is not an offense 
against God to spend money 
ona CD or song. 

So what are your options? 
The iTunes music store is a 
great option! Not only will 
you own every piece of music 
you get, but you can also 
stream music over a network 
to your friends! And it’s legal! 
There are also services on the 
Internet where you can pay 
$30 for a year to get as much 
music as you like! A year! 
That's almost the price of one 
CD! My family uses this op- 


lassif 


Job Opportunities Deadline : March 29 


The Crown- 


Applications are now being 
accepted for the following 

positions on The Crown for 
the 2006-7 academic year: 


Senior Copyeditor 

The senior copyeditor is responsible 
for ensuring that all Crown articles 
are free of grammatical, 
typographical, and stylistic errors 
and is expected to mentor the 


assistant copyeditor 


Assistant Copyeditor 
The assistant copyeditor works 
under the guidance of the senior 


copyeditor, also striving to ensure 
that all copy does not contain errors, 
in accordance with the Crown 


stylebook 


trailers. 
available 


Managing Editor 

The managing editor is expected to 
handle all of the financial aspects of 
the newspaper, including budgeting, 
keeping accurate records of income 
and expenditures, and negotiating 
and maintaining advertising 


contracts 


Layout Editor 


The layout editor is responsible for 
formatting the newspaper into a 
consistent, organized, and attractive 
layout. A basic knowledge of Adobe 


InDesign is an asset 


Art Director 


The art director is responsible for 
the collection and proper formatting 
of photographs, artwork, and 
camera-ready advertisements. 
He/she must possess advanced 
knowledge of Adobe Photoshop 


Digital Editor 


The digital editor is expected to 
maintain both the Crown 
computers and the website of The 
Crown, including articles and the 


discussion board. 


tion, and 
the best part 
is that they 
can share the 
files with a 
couple dif- 
ferent com- 
puters, so I 
also benefit. 

When 
it comes to movies, | don’ 
think I need to press my point 
any further. The same thi es, 
apply. It’s still illegal to own a 
movie you didn’t pay for, but 
there are alternatives on the 
Internet to get them for near 
ly nothing. Bf 

How does this hurt ow 
Internet? First of all, file 
sharing with Limewire, 
ShareScan, or other similar 
programs, do not treat the 
files like simple download- 
ing, nor are you communi 
cating with only the other 
computer. When you share 
a file, it travels first to the 


CHRIS HOWLETT 
Staff Writer 


ork when we share music files? 


Internet, 
and only 
one movie 
download to 
drag it to its 


knees. 
When 
you share 


a large file, 
our Internet 
makes your file its top pri- 
ority while trying to provide 
Internet access for everyone 
else at the same time. The 
file for one movie is bigger 
than our Internet wire. Traffic 
is created when you try to 
shove a huge file through. 
What will usually happen is 
that, when sharing is going 
on, somewhere around 16 
(| have seen it up to 21 be- 
fore) out of 25 packets sent by 
every student get lost when 
surfing, 

A packet is the name for 
a small amount of bits of in- 
formation your computer 


When you share a file, it travels first 
to the academic building, going 
through the same system and wires 
that everyone else on campus uses, 
before it gets back to you. 


academic building, goin 
through the same system and 
wires that everyone else on 
campus uses, before it gets 
back to you. 

This doesn’t do anything 
when sharing small files like 
documents or printing on 
someone else’s computer, but 
it does a lot of damage when 


there are a lot of songs. It only — 


takes a few songs to hurt the 


is getting ready to send out 
and 


receive. The packets 
old the information that are 
bout to spring up on your 
creen. What happens next 
that every student surfing 
or sharing) loses another 16 
ackets of what they re-sent. 
his pattern continues until 
he build-up is so long that 
ere is no hope of recover- 
», $0 the network crashes 


and then restarts. 

Restarting should fix the 
problem, but it makes the 
problem worse. When the 
Internet pops back on 30 sec- 
onds later, you get close to or 
more than 100 MSNers auto- 
matically signing back on at 
once. MSN isn’t big enough 
to hurt the Internet, but when 
that large amount all sign 
back on at once, it hits the 
network hard. 

Not to mention the file 
sharers are probably going to 
try to get their files to contin- 
ue sending and receiving, and 
voila! We have a never-ending 
cycle of bad Internet until ev- 
eryone decides it’s time for 
bed. The funny thing is we all 
blame Computer Services. It 
drives them crazy. Trust me. 
It should be expected to. 

To give you a better illus- 
tration of how this hurts the 
Internet to those who may 
not know what the heck a 
packet is, I'll draw this pic- 
ture in your minds: Imagine 
you are making some orange 
punch—my favorite. Imagine 
that you are using a funnel 
to mix the Sprite (remember, 
we're a Coke school; no 7UP 
allowed) and the orange juice 
together. 

First you get a steady 
stream of Sprite going 
straight into the punch bowl. 
There is so much Sprite that 
the funnel has nearly filled 
to the brim, but you keep on 
pouring anyway. Now try to 
add eight smaller amounts 
of juice with little funnels of 
their own all trailing to the 
big funnel filled to the top 
with Sprite. 

Ask yourself, “How much 
of that orange juice is going 
to get through while the fun- 
nel is filled with Sprite?” It’s 
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probably going to spill over, 
since you are foolishly still 
pouring the Sprite. When it 
spills over, it’s going to crash, 

So if the moral issues aren‘t 
enough to bother you and the 
Bible doesn’t hold enough 
sway to encourage you to 
obey the law, then at least 
think of your fellow class- 
mates and friends who are 
suffering from it. It would 
be great if we had a laser-fast 
Internet, I agree. 

But the thing is we do. It’s 
a great Internet connection. 
In fact, it should be enough to 
let everyone on campus surf 
quickly and freely without 
delays or sudden disconnec- 
tions. While file sharing con- 
tinues, Computer Services 
will have to continue to put 
limits on what we can do 
with our Internet to prevent 
crashing. 

I know we hear it from 
them a lot when we have a 
problem with the Internet, 
and it drives me crazy to hear 
it too, but it seriously is the 
students’ fault. But my voice 
hurts now. The saddest part 
for me is that with the re- 
cent complaints of The Crown 
being The Frown, no one will 
take me or their conscience of 
morality seriously, and noth- 
ing will change. 

The Internet will contin- 
ue to have its problems, and 
students will keep blam- 
ing Computer Services. You 
can keep making excuses for 
good file sharing with dif- 
ferent skewed beliefs about 
why we should file share, but 
if this massive file sharing 
doesn’t stop, our Internet will 
continue to stink, and we will 
still be breaking the law. Pure 
and simple. This article is for 
you, Mr. Phantom. 


Black Market File-Sharing May 
Reshape Music Industry 


Christians have the opportunity to use file-sharing responsibly 


CHRIS CUTHILL 
Lecturer in Art 


inston Churchill once 

made the point that “if 
you destroy a free market, 
you create a black market.” 
In the world of Shareaza, 
Kazaaa, and other file-shar- 
ing programs, this is cer- 
tainly the case. But before we 
reiterate the old arguments 
against file-sharing, perhaps 
we should consider the rea- 
son that the “black market” 
emerged in the first place— 
as the inevitable response to 
a corrupt monopoly. 

I am not speaking about 
software industry here (not 
to say that I don’t take issue 
with the ethics of Microsoft), 
but I would like to focus my 
comments on the sharing of 
music via peer-to-peer (P2P) 
connections, as this is. still 
the most common type of 
file traded, 


While I don’t advocate 


a carte blanche use of P2P . 


networks, | believe that a 
responsible trade of music 
should take into account the 
conditions that created such 
networks. Perhaps we need 
to consider the complex- 
ity of the issue, rather than 
nuance or justify the “steal- 
ing is wrong” rhetoric that 
often overshadows many of 
the debates about file-shar- 
ing and in particular music 
sharing. 

Beyond the mantra of 
copyright infringement, 
such debates often invoke 
the language of ethics—that 
is, “It’s wrong to share music 
through P2P.” We should 
never simply accept an ac- 
cusation of right and wrong, 


without considering the mo- 
tivation behind such moral 
aggrandizement. Perhaps, as 
Christians, our desire to find 
ethical clarity in a murky 
sea of opinions can lead us 
to uncritically buttressing a 
glass house industry that is 
quick to throw stones at the 
easy target of file-sharing. 
Whenever the issue seems 
as clear as the major labels 
would like you to think it is, 
you should reconsider the 
apparent lucidity of the eth- 
ics. Even Satan is described 
as an angel of light. Perhaps, 
quickly, we can throw a few 
es back and consider the 
that the “moral” ques- 
n did not develop as an 
extension of serious ethical 
debates about the issue, but 
as a marketing strategy de- 
signed and fabricated by the 
music industry that had ev- 
erything to lose from P2P. 
_ At stake is the extensive 
d distorted monopoly that 
ie major music studios (the 
Five) have on the vast 
majority of popular music, 
and since they are the ones 
decrying, immorality, per- 
haps we should consider 
their ethical high-ground. 
This is the same industry 
that collectively set the price 
of CDs at the beginning of 
the digital age. When all dis- 
tributors of the same goods 
collectively fix the price of a 
roduct, it not only violates 
e free-market system, but 
it limits the access that con- 
sumers have to music, 
_ This is the same industry 
that consolidated radio by 
altering the ownership limi- 
tation of public airwaves — 
thereby controlling what 


you listen to on your car ste- 
reo—and by extension, what 
you buy, because CD sales 
are largely controlled by the 
amount of airplay and artist 
receives. 

This is the same indus- 
try that takes the control of 
music away from musicians 
and puts it in the hand of big 
corporations by foisting op- 
pressive contracts on them; 
and this is same industry 
that developed a copyright 
extension act to make sure 
those same musicians never 
again regain creative control 
of the music they produce. 

And this is the same in- 
dustry that ignored (and 
attempted to control) the po- 
tential of digital distribution. 
It didn’t work. First came 
Napster, then P2P. They 
emerged as a response to 
an industry that had grown 
fit and lazy. They grew be- 
cause consumers wanted to 
remove labels from the pic- 
tire, 

‘And this is why | am open 
ty seeing both the potential 
and danger of music-shar- 
ing—to getting past the ethi- 
cil rhetoric of a corrupt and 
cying musical empire to ask- 
ing how we as Christians 
might responsibly use file- 
faring to expose ourselves 
to the work of musicians 
Outside the industry game— 
aid ethically find creative 
Mays Of financially support- 
ing these musicians sans 
niddle-man. 

Can P2P be used irrespon- 
Sinly, illegally, and sinfully? 
Ys, of course it can, We live 
ina sinful world where every 
Possibility can be counter- 
chimed and distorted by 


evil. But the opportunity to 
share and hear music unme- 
diated by the music industry 
does have some serious ben- 
efits. It can open people to a 
wide world of choices, and it 
can give independent musi- 
cians an exposure that they 
could never find in the con- 
ventional retail marketplace 
where image, hype, and ex- 
pensive advertising is every- 
thing. 

The point is this. If we 
simply buy our music in a 
conventional format, we are 
supporting the stranglehold 
that the Big Five have on the 
music industry. This is not a 
neutral option —it is a choice. 
We are making a decision to 
support the dominant ethic 
of those who control the way 
music is reproduced and dis- 
tributed, Alternatives such as 
P2P, pay-per-download, and 
satellite and podcast radio 
can challenge the organiza- 
tion of the music industry. 

As Christians, we have an 
opportunity to shape what 
this new industry may look 
like by affirming the good 
potential of these emerg- 
ing means to connection 
with music. Music-sharing 
is proving to be the catalyst 
for a very different music in- 
dustry, We cannot simply ig- 
nore it as a fad or decry it as 
a sin, 

We should take it seri- 
ously and be ready to cri- 
tique its abuses from within 
a Christian tradition that has 
a proud record of ethically 
subverting oppressive and 
dominant empires who tell 
you not to imagine anything 
different than the way things 
have always been, 


March 22, 2006 


ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


Local Author John Terpstra Presents Most Recent Work at Redeemer 


AMYANN FAUL 
Junior Staff Writer 


“There is the story ina nutshell, There 
various ways into the story. There 
is the story itself. (There are the sto 
ries themselves.) There is the question; 
Whose story is this?” -excerpt from 
The Boys, or Waiting for the Electrician's 


Daughter 


cclaimed writer and Hamilton 
js Nena John Terpstra graced 
with his literary pres- 
ence on Thursday, March 16, 2006, 
to present The Boys, or Waiting for the 
Electrician's Daughter to an audience 
of community members, faculty, and 


are the 


Redeemer 


students. 

To date, Terpstra has had seven 
books of poetry published and is 
now branching into the realm of “cre- 
ative non-fiction.” What does “cre- 
ative non-fiction” mean to Terpstra? 
It invokes, for him, a genre that deals 
with how we relate to our geographi- 
cal surroundings—the things that 
make us who we are—and how these 
things shape us. This can be extended 
into our biological, familial, and cul- 
tural environment as well. 

There is universality in the indi- 
viduality of his poems and prose 
works, for we are all shaped by our 
surrounding environments and the 
relationships we build within them. 

In the 1970s, Terpstra stumbled 
over the threshold (he did literally 
trip over the doorframe on his first 
meeting) of the lives of a marvellous 
trio that seemed, in many ways, to be 
a single person. They were the three 
younger brothers of his soon-to-be- 
wife. And did they ever enter his 


life with gusto. Theirs was a vibran- 
cy and colour that he could not soon 
forget, Their energy, joy, and enthusi- 
asm for life inspired all those around 
them. They were mischief makers, 
hard-core sports enthusiasts, and one 
was a Jesus freak. They were teenag- 
ers like, yet unlike, any others; they 
were dying. 

Terpstra’s unequalled brothers-in- 
law, Eric, Paul, and Neil, had muscu- 
lar dystrophy of the most devastating 
kind. Their bodies were slowly decay- 
ing, and their life expectancy was 20 
years. Near the end of their lives, they 
were so weak that they could barely 
breathe, and they needed someone 
with strong muscles to move each 
useless limb to a designated position 
when they were uncomfortable. A 
couple of years separated each boy in 
age, and they died within six months 
of each other in their early 20s, 

From his first encounters with 
them to the time he spent living with 
them in New Jersey, the experiences 
of the threesome, which family and 
friends labelled “the boys,” became 
the material for his creative non-fic- 
tion novel The Boys, or Waiting for the 
Electrician's Daughter. 

His book has a “family album” and 
diary character to it, as it is divided 
into sections of different memories, 
flash-forwards into the future and 
present, and it alternates between 
first and third person narrative. He 
tells his listeners that he had tried to 
write the boys’ story many times, but 
nothing substantial would come— 
just bits and pieces that he filed away 
for future use. Yet he knew he had to 
write the tale. 

In The Boys, John Terpstra writes of 


tragedy. He writes of lives paralyzed 
by degenerative disease, yet these 
lives were somehow paradoxically 
infused with life abundant. Professor 
Benne Faber described The Boys as 
“tragedy turned to art.” Terpstra stat- 
ed that his goal in writing the novel 
was to “make art out of disease.” 

You would think such heavy sub- 
ject matter would make Terpstra’s 
book an equally heavy read, but as 
Terpstra has found from the reactions 
of his readers, there is a strange light- 
ness—could one venture so far as to 
call it joy? —that comes from reading 
the boys’ story. It is at times even hu- 
mourous—as the boys were, 

“There was no lack of life, What 
had I expected? Bells tolling slowly. 
Darkness. Fear. A cowering before 
the inevitable, But no one was wait- 
ing [for death], particularly not the 
boys themselves.” None of the boys, 
or the family members, were “wait- 
ing for death;” they only knew life. 
“This story is not a downer,” said 
Terpstra, 

The words of Terpstra were potent 
and had an innate vitality in their 
minimalism, realism, and purity— 
just like the boys themselves, 

When faced with arguably the 
toughest question of life—why does 
a good God allow pain and suffer- 
ing? —we are also faced with the hope 
that comes with the testimonies of the 
lives of people the boys touched. 

Terpstra writes Of a chance en- 
counter he had 25 years after first 
meeting his brothers-in-law; “At a 
campground in rural Ontario, [I met 
a woman who] entered her line of 
work because of the boys, because of 
Eric specifically,..She said she heard 


Martha’s Trouble Visits Redeemer 


Ancaster’s own receive recognition across North America 


a 


DR. TIMOTHY EPP 
Associate Professor of 
Sociology 


“Everybody's going to Florida ex- 
cept me!” These were my daughter's 
words when she realized that her 
March Break was going to consist 
of going to grandma and grandpa’s, 
who live in Kitchener, and hanging 
around with mom in Hamilton. 

[ felt a twinge of guilt, as I had 
just returned from my first exposure 
to Florida sun and surf. It was just a 
little twinge because, to tell you the 
truth, my favourite part of the trip 
was listening to XM satellite radio on 
the plane. Maybe I’ve simply been 
out of touch, but I was amazed at the 
variety of stations on XM, including 
a couple of Christian channels. I was 
particularly drawn to the ten rock 
stations, which offered everything 
from “deep classic album rock” to 
“alternative” and “unsigned bands.” 

One band that has been getting 
a fair amount of airplay on XM is 
Ancaster’s own Martha's Trouble, 
otherwise known as Rob and Jen 
Slocumb. In fact, their latest release, 
Forget October was such a favourite 
amongst the programmers at the XM 
Café channel that Rob and Jen were 
invited to perform live in the XM 
studios. 

The music of Martha’s Trouble 
has also been featured in a made-for- 
TV-movie, It Must Be Love, starring 
Ted Danson and Mary Steenbergen. 


Their album Sleeping Dogs was se- 
lected as a Top 12 DIY in Performing 
Songwriter Magazine in December 
2002, their music has been distributed 
by Paste (see Student Life), and their 
song “Hold Me Close” was nomi- 
nated for “Best Americana Song” 
in the 2002 Just Plain Folks Awards. 
Their songs are currently appear- 
ing in Animal Planet's show “Horse 
Power,” and the American retail 
chain Border’s is promoting Forget 
October throughout March and April 
as part of its “New Emerging Artist” 
program. 

Perhaps this shouldn't be surpris- 
ing, because Martha’s Trouble offers a 
breath of fresh air in the world of con- 
temporary music. Compared by the 
press to Aimee Mann, Sixpence None 
the Richer, The Cranberries, and 
Natalie Merchant, Jen’s voice has been 
described as “haunting, mesmerizing, 
mystical, seductive, entrancing,” and 
“spine-tingling...rich with experi- 
ence, conviction, and wonder.” 

The group’s name comes from the 
biblical story of Mary and Martha, in 
which Martha is called to recognize 
the importance of taking time to stop, 
be present with those around us, 
and listen to the voice of God. This 
is reflected in the words that Jen has 
posted on the group's website: “We 
just try to be real and personal with 
our songs...Rob and I make music 
from our hearts and we share it with 
our audiences as though they were 
friends we haven't seen in a while.” 


When not tou ri ob and Jen try 
to spend some ime the Ancaster 
area, which is still one of their 
home bases. You can catch them at 
Redeemer on March 29 at 6:30 p.m., 
up in Room 215. See you there! 


Please note these coming events: 

¢ Buddy Guy, March 23, Hamilton 
Place Theatre; March 25, Centre in the 
Square, Kitchener 

* Jacob Moon, March 24, Westney 
Heights Baptist Church, Ajax; March 25, 
Bethany Gospel Chapel, Hamilton; March 
31, Oakville Centre for the Performing 
Arts Studio Theatre, Oakville; April 7, 
Little Bethel Church, Hamilton 

¢ Stuart McLean, March 27, 
Centennial Hall, London 

* Martha’s Trouble, March 29, 6:30 
p.m., Room 215, Redeemer University 
College 

¢ Hawksley Workman, March 31, 
Brock Centre, St. Catharines 

* Arrogant Worms, April 1, Hamilton 
Place Theatre; April 28, Brock Centre, St. 
Catharines; April 31, Lighthouse Festival 
Theatre, Port Dover 

* Connie Kaldor, April 4, Sanderson 
Centre, Brantford; April 5, Lighthouse 
Festival Theatre, Port Dover; April 6, 
Centre in the Square, Kitchener 

* Al Stewart, April 6, Mount Forest, 
Roxy Theatre ° 

¢ Tom Wilson, April 2; 
Festival Theatre, Port D 
* Willie Nelson, Aj 
Labatt Centre, London; 


, Lighthouse 


Coliseum, Hamilton *4 
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John Terpstra signs a copy of his book for student Mason Saarloos. 


the first whispers of her call already 
in third grade from being in the same 
class with Eric, from watching how 
he was treated by the teacher. 

The clumsiness, lack of balance, as 
well as falling over and needing help 
to get up—all this extra attention the 
nine-year-old required was a teacher 
patience tester, an irritant. The teach- 
er let the irritation show, Seeing her 
classmate punished for displaying 
the symptoms of his disease eventu- 
ally led the campfire stranger into the 


field of Special Education.” 

Terpstra’s concluding remarks of 
the night rung with profundity, for 
The Boys is, like all stories, all of our 
own stories—suffused with joy and 
sorrow, tragedy and blessing. These 
stories are “bigger than me and big- 
ger than [all of us] as well. [They] are 
about God. It always is. 

“Stories are funny things. They 
have so many different kinds of 
meanings and so many different 
kinds of contexts,” said Terpstra. 


Redeemer Alumni Present 
Film Friend of Mine 


Minimalist movie makes an impression 
in spite of low budget 


SCOTT FAIRLEY 
Senior Staff Writer 


It's no secret that film is a passion 
of mine. From the age of 12, mov- 
ies have been something worth lin- 
ing up for hours on end for, worth 
writing pages upon pages of unread 
reviews, and almost worth dress- 
ing up as Darth Vader for. Almost. 
Despite this, | don’t see very many 
independent or low-profile mov- 
ies. So when I was asked to re- 
view Friend of Mine, 1 jumped at 
the chance. After all, even top- 
drawer filmmakers have to endure 
less than glamorous beginnings. 
Friend of Mine is a minimalist offer- 
ing from a small group of Redeemer 
Alumni; it stars Joel Bootsma, 
Jen McNaughton, Sara Weber, 
Screenwriter Vaughn Gowling, and 
Director Jason Hofing. Filmed over 
two weekends in 2004, which is an 
impossibly short period of time by 
most filmmaking standards, Friend 
of Mine film concerns two cowork- 
ers, McNaughton as Jill and Bootsma 
as Terry, at a friend-for-hire busi- 
ness called “Friend of Mine” who 
have met seemingly accidentally at 
the home of Jane, a woman adjust- 
ing to life in a new town played by 
Sara Weber. 

It becomes abundantly clear early 
in the film that Jill and Terry have 
a tumultuous history, which cul- 
minated in a violation of Friend of 
Mine ethics and a great deal of per- 
sonal baggage. When Jane returns 
home, she confronts the two strang- 
ers, and the story unfolds as one 
that isn’t as simple as it first appears. 
It's worth mentioning that my expec- 
tations for the film weren't the same 
as they were for other films | have 


seen. Obviously, Hofing didn’t have 
a multi-million dollar budget to work 
with, nor the same top-of-the-line 
equipment as more established film- 
makers. As such, the film looks very 
amateur, and there are occasional 
technical mistakes. 

However, the hand-held camcord- 
er cinematography is not as much of a 
burden to the story as one might have 
expected. The grainy video and occa- 
sional shaky camera work actually 
helps lend a sense of legitimacy to the 
project. The close quarters cinematog- 
raphy is absolutely necessary in tell- 
ing the story, and it makes the story 
feel more intimate than it would with 
a more clean and glossy production. 
Friend of Mine is about characters; the 
location is circumstantial, and the less 
clutter in the production, the better. 
The intimacy of the setting relies 
heavily on dialogue, and Gowling 
wrote an exceptional script. The dia- 
logue is rapid-fire banter with clever 
lines throughout the film, as well as 
very tight pacing. The depth of Jill 
and Terry’s relationship is revealed 
slowly, which helps keep the atten- 
tion of the audience. 

In a broader sense, Gowling was 
able to make some subtle observa- 
tions on the often awkward nature 
of pride and the necessity of rela- 
tionships. The performances were by 
and large understated and felt genu- 
ine. Despite a few awkward deliv- 
eries from the cast, the actors made 
the characters believable. Occasional 
problems with the sound editing had 
the potential to jar the audience out of 
their suspension of disbelief, but those 
moments were seldom and _ brief. 
The overall impression | was left with 
after watching Friend of Mine is that it 
was well-made, clever, and hopeful- 
ly a sign of good things to come from 
all involved, particularly Gowling. 
Friend of Mine was, by the admission 
of the cast and crew at the screening, 
hardly a walk in the park to produce, 
but the final product appears to have 
been worth the struggle. 


The dialogue is rapid-fire banter with clever 
lines throughout the film 


q 
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ver the past seven 

months, I have encour- 
aged and often spearheaded 
the investigation of sever- 
al contentious issues in The 
Crown, but none is perhaps 
more taboo than the prev- 
alence of sexual immoral- 
ity among many Christians. 
Indeed, simply _ thinking 
about uttering the words 
“pornography” and “mastur- 
bation” is enough to make 
one’s heart race. 

This anxiety is under- 
standable, since the real- 
ity that sexual immorality 
among Christians is a prob- 
lem instils a sense of shame 
when one thinks about how 
Christians are supposed 
to mirror the character of 
Christ. Furthermore, the air 
of many Christian quarters 
is oftentimes perfumed with 
the complementary scents of 
judgement and hypocrisy. 

Of course, raising conten- 
tious issues requires much 
discernment, and as any edi- 
tor knows, simply plastering 
an article about sexual sin 
on the front page of a cam- 
pus newspaper, regardless 
of how balanced or fair it is, 
leads many people to intui- 
tively infer that the problem 
must be widespread, other- 
wise the story wouldn't have 
made it to the front page in 
the first place. 

I wish to err on the side of 
caution in this editorial, just 


COMM 


Searching for the “ 


as I attempted to do when 
I wrote the news article on 
sexuality for this issue. By no 
means do I wish to convey the 
impression that Redeemer is 
a hotbed of sexual immoral- 
ity, just as 1 wouldn’t want 
to suggest that alcoholism or 
immodest dress are rampant, 
although all of these are prob- 
lems to some degree, 

Just as with the other con- 
tentious topics that have been 
raised this year in The Crown, 
the primary aim of the gutsy 
article on page one is simply 
to bring an issue that tends 
to remain underground to 
the foreground of public con- 
sciousness so that we might 
deal with it more responsibly 
and grow spirituality, 


ae 


The problem with news ar- 
ticles, | would argue, is that 
by nature they’re not read- 
ily conducive to answering 
the “why” behind any given 
phenomenon. While writing 
the article on sexual impurity, 
| found one question particu- 
larly nagging: Why the heck is 
there so much sexual immo- 
rality among Christians? 

The obvious answers are 
that we live in a sex-saturated 
culture, that sex is a powerful 
activity to which people can 
easily become addicted, and 
that sex—according to what 
| hear, of course—is down- 
right fun, But I would like 


to suggest i _ about _ this 
that there is experi- 
a more pro- ence, and | 
found reason 1 explained 
behind why that I felt 
many of us j as though 
continue to a ; Satan was 
be chained to JASON DUERMEYER oppressing 
sinful sexual Editor-in-Chief me. Their 
activities, . initial reac- 


Relaying one of my per- 
sonal experiences might be a 
good way to proceed here, 

I rarely have nightn 
and only occasionally rei 
ber my dreams. However, 
since I began fighting ardu- 
ously against a particular sin- 
ful tendency that has bee) 
oppressing me for some t 
1 have had two nightm 
along with sleepless nig 
and spiritual exhaustion, — 

In the latest nightmare, | 
am sitting amid hundreds 
of students in an unfamiliar, 
cold lecture hall listening to a 
professor. At some point dur 
ing his PowerPoint presen- 
tation, he declares that he is 
now going to show the class a 
picture of his friend. At the in- 
stant he flips to the next slide, 
a picture of someone whom I 
perceive to be Satan flashes i 


my eyes. & 


ne, 


and I immediately called ov 
to God for His protection, 


tion was half-hearted laugh- 
ter, as though I was either 
joking or exaggerating. I my- 
self found what I was suggest- 
ing hard to believe. 

Surely there could be many 
reasons for these initial reac- 
tions, but the more | think 
about it, the more convinced 
I become that the emphases of 
Reformed theology are large- 
ly responsible for them. 

At Redeemer, we love to 
preoccupy ourselves with 
squeezing reality into neat 
categories of “structure” and 
“direction.” We have no prob- 
lem with speculating about 
how people are—or aren’t— 
saved based on the precepts 
of predestination. We tend to 
pray to God the Father, rather 
than to the Son or to the Spirit, 
and we definitely like Sunday 
and chapel services that are 
orderly and free of surprises. 

But when it comes to deal- 
ing with demons, Satan, an- 
gels, the Holy Spirit, and all 
the messy spiritual warfare 
stuff, Reformed theology, 
as least practically, seems to 
fall horribly short. Therefore, 


TARY 


1y” Behind Sexual Impurity 


when someone says he or she 
is being oppressed by Satan, 
or when a guy friend admits 
to always being inordinate- 
ly horny, we either laugh or 
shrug it off without much 
thought. 

Much to the delight of 
Satan, we make light of the 
problem of dysfunctional sex- 
ual behaviours by neglecting 
to acknowledge the pervasive 
spiritual tension involved. 

Simply knowing that sex is 
a good part of God's creation- 
al “structure” and that lust or 
masturbation is a “misdirec- 
tion” of that good gift is not 
all that helpful. Similarly, feel- 
ing reassured that, once we 
have committed our lives to 
Christ, we never again have 
to fear being condemned is 
not entirely helpful after suc- 
cumbing to sexual sin for the 
millionth time and doubting 
one’s sincerity while asking 
God for forgiveness. And not 
giving air time to the Spirit 
is downright suicide in mo- 
ments of sexual temptation, 

I'd be among the first 
to admit how fantastic 
Reformed theology can be. At 
its best, the theoretical tools 
of Reformed scholarship are 
equipping Christians like me 
to penetrate secular culture 
intelligently with the light of 
the Gospel. 

Yet the value of the pud- 
ding is to be ascertained by 
eating it. Despite the theo- 
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retical prowess of Reformed 
scholarship, one ought to 
challenge its emphases when 
its adherents are not so keen 
on walking around in the full 
armour of God that is listed in 
Ephesians 6, 

Space does not permit me 
to take these thoughts fur- 
ther. In short, the reality must 
be branded on our foreheads 
and our hands that avoid- 
ing and annihilating sexual 
impurity as we go about our 
daily activities requires noth- 
ing less than taking up our 
crosses while keeping our 
eyes squarely on Christ. This 
is a cliché, but it is true none- 
theless. 

Training one’s eyes, mind, 
and heart to look upon, think 
about, and cling to only those 
things that are pure requires 
much labour. We must uti- 
lize the highly undervalued 
spiritual disciplines of prayer, 
meditation, Bible reading, 
and worship. 

The alternative to all of 
this, of course, is a lot less 
pretty: loss of self-control, the 
emergence of grief and guilt, 
strained relationships, the un- 
dermining of the purity of the 
marriage bed, and the grad- 
ual erosion of one’s relation- 
ship to the Creator. 

I don’t know about you, but 
given that life is necessarily a 
struggle, I would rather fight 
for Christ knowing that He is 
leading the victory parade. 


Conference reveals how these disciplines ” | 


touch every aspect of our lives is 


ANDREW GROEN 
Redeemer Class of 2005 
Special to The Crown 


Mark, a bright young graduate 
from a Christian high school, enters 
an [vy League business school. He 
tries only as hard as he needs to keep 
his scholarships. After completing 
his studies, he counts on his diplo- 
ma, containing both his name and 
the name of this prestigious school, 
to guarantee him a well-paying job 
in a fortune five hundred corpora- 
tion. 

Another student, Amy, opens her 
Bible, reads through Paul's letters 
and then walks away feeling reas- 
sured that work in missions, rather 
than in journalism, is what God is 
calling her to. 


+ + 


[ recently attended a_ confer- 
ence at Guelph University titled 
Philosophy and Theology: Irreconcilable 
Differences? My original intent in 
writing this article was to recount 
some of the discussions that took 
place among students and oth- 
ers with lots of letters behind their 
names and who belonged to more 
societies than countries represent- 
ed at the 2006 Winter Olympics. But 
then | thought, who cares? Who cares 
about what relationship exists be- 
tween philosophy and theology and 
whether or not this relationship is a 
good one or should even exist at all? 

So rather than report on this con- 
ference, | want to make a case for 
why the respective relationship be- 
tween philosophy and theology mat- 
ters. 

First, this relationship matters be- 
cause we are shaped by and live out 
of, whether consciously or uncon- 
sciously, some philosophy or anoth- 
er. Governing our everyday thoughts 
and actions, passed down from our 


parents, churches, media, peers, and 
teachers, are ideas about truth (epis- 
temology), reality (metaphysics), 
and human life (anthropology). 

I fear, however, that the source 
of our thoughts and our actions de- 
rives not from our pastors and par- 
ents but, rather, trickles down from 
secular scholars in our Western uni- 
versities. Their ideas do not sit idle 
in books in the dark recesses of our 
public and university libraries but 
give shape to culture. 

Christians, as illustrated in the in- 
troductory examples of Mark and 
Amy, do not escape the influence 
of the philosophical ideas of secu- 
lar scholars. Rather than seeing his 
education as valuable in and of itself 
or as a vocation, Mark approaches 
life with a pragmatism that puts the 
ends above the means. Working out 
of malignant philosophy, he demon- 
strates that education for the purpose 
of acquiring a position as a high-paid 
executive and living a life of material 
comfort is compatible with Christian 
living. Amy, unaware of the Greek 
philosophical residue that remains 
within the tradition that she comes 
from, views missions as a godlier 
calling than journalism. 

Philosophy directly affects the 
way we read scripture. Bad phi- 
losophy leads to bad theology. The 
assumptions we make about our 
world, about our selves, and about 
truth, whether or not we are aware 
of them, will directly affect the way 
we read the Bible. 

In the early 1900s, theologian 
Rudolph Bultmann tried to “demy- 
thologize” the Bible, Working out of 
a philosophical tradition that viewed 
humans as able to arrive at truth 
through reason, he tried to remove 
from scripture all that did not con- 
form to reason. 

{ think much of the evangelical 
theology that comes from our pul- 


i 
pits still has its roots in Greek phi- 
losophy. We often view “ministry” 
as the vocation of either pastors or 
evangelists, or we see Bible reading 
and praying as ie forms of wor- 
ship than being diligent in our ev- 
eryday activities. In both cases, there 
exists a hierarchy which has its roots 
in Greek dualistic philosophy. 

The a between phi- 
losophy and theology is not uni- 
directional. Theology is not only 
shaped by philosophy, but it also 
shapes philosophy. Aspiring Christian 
philosophers should take it upon 


themselves to ensure that their phi- 
losophy is wien eit While 
I don’t think that the Bible is a phil- 
osophical textbook that gives us a 
recipe for Christian philosophy, it 
does provide us with truths about 
creation and human life that are in- 
structive for such work. 

To provide theological support 
for doing philosophical work, I un- 
derstand the truth that God created 
all things as good and that He is in 
the process of restoring all things. 
The fact that God created humans 
in His own image provides the very 
basis for a philosophy on human life 
(anthropology), For anyone who is 
interested in psychology, race and 
ethnicity, health eare, or any other 
discipline, this is a fundamental 
starting point, 

Why does the relationship be- 
tween philosop ar d theology mat- 
ter? It matters because this is nothing 
less than part of the task of Christian 
discipleship. We are Christians seek- 
ing, to live faithfully in this good but 
fallen world, A prerequisite to right 
living is right thinking and believ- 
ing. We should be very concerned 
with how we are shaped by the phi- 
losophies and philosophically driven 
theologies of day. This can seem 
daunting but is part of Christian dis- 
cernment. 


This relationship [between philosophy and theology] 
matters because we are shaped by and live out of, whether 
consciously or unconsciously, some philosophy or another. 
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Hockey team 
says farewell to 
graduating players 


JOSEPH GROENEVELD 
Senior Staff Writer 


his past Friday, Redeemer’s last 

sports team finished their sea- 
son. The Royals’ hockey team came 
up short against the Dundas Stars, 
losing 5-2 in a hard fought game. 
The team got themselves in a hole 
early on in the game, being down 4- 
0 after the first period, They worked 
their way back into the game with 
goals from Darren DeGroot and 
Chris Kotan, and they outplayed 
the Stars for most of the match. 
However, they could not capital- 
ize on their opportunities, and their 
season ended abruptly. 

Despite the disappointing early 
exit from the playoffs, each player 
can hold their head high because 
it was a great season. There were 
many positives that the team can be 
proud of. 

First, several players improved 
greatly over the course of the sea- 
son. Sophomore Chris Butt finished 
ninth in the league in scoring and 
first on the Royals’ team in scoring 
with the help of line mate Kotan. 
Along with centre Danny VanGeest, 
these three formed a solid scoring 
line. VanGeest had a breakthrough 
year scoring 14 goals. 

Also, Alex Wiebenga started 
the season as a practice player and 
ended up playing in almost all of the 
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Despite Early Finish in Playoffs, Royals Complete a Noteworthy Season 


games. He was very versatile, play- 
ing in every position that he was 
asked to play in, and he did well. 

Secondly, despite having at least 
one player injured at most times 
during the season, they met most 
of their team goals. They finished 
in fourth place (just one point out of 
second place); they scored an aver- 
age of four goals per game and gave 
up just over 2.5 goals per game. 

Most importantly, they had the 
second lowest number in penalties 
for a second straight year, averaging 
about 6.5 minutes per game. This 
last stat is something to be proud 
of because other teams would often 
purposely attempt to coerce Royals’ 
players into retaliatory penalties 
and, for the most part, the Royals 
walked away. 

Thirdly, the team environment 
was an encouraging and enjoyable 
one. Practices and games were in- 
tense but very fun. Players were 
very encouraging to one another 
and recognized their individual 
tasks as part of the team. 

Lastly, the team received excel- 
lent coaching. Assistant Coach J. D. 
Collier was generally quiet but of- 
fered wisdom when needed, and he 
was very patient and fair. 

It was Ron Oppertshauser’s third 
year behind the bench, so most of 
the players have been previously 
coached by him. His knowledge of 
the game; as well as his focus on 
the team and individual player per- 
formance, was superb. He desired 
to make this team the best it could 
be and to prepare it for a win in the 
playoffs. 

But this was not a “win at all 
costs” philosophy. With his lead, 
the team strove to play a Christian 
style of hockey, and after hear- 
ing positive comments from other 
teams, one could say that the team 
did a pretty good job. He was also 
very concerned about the players’ 
spiritual lives and their whole per- 
sonhood, which was displayed by 
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his ritual “thought of the day” prior 
to every game where he challenged 
the team in their faith. 

At the same time, there are a 
few disappointments in the season 
that should be mentioned, A first 
and obvious one is that they did 
not make it further in the playoffs. 
At the beginning of the season es- 
pecially, this was the best hockey 
squad Redeemer’s had in several 
years, and they started out the sea- 
son with six straight wins. But in- 
juries and the loss of a couple of 
players were factors, as they often 
had to work with the players who 
were healthy. 

Also, their defensive game was 
not as solid as it could and should 
have been, In every playoff game, 
the opposing teams had too many 
quality scoring chances due to mis- 


The team strove 
to play a Christian 
style of hockey, 
and after hearing 
positive comments 
from other teams, 
one could say that 
they did a pretty 
good job. 


takes. However, the forwards did 
not score enough goals to win ei- 
ther, which has been a problem for 
a number of years. Oppertshauser 
mentioned that it usually takes four 
goals to win a game, and in the two 
playoff games the Royals lost, they 
only scored three goals combined. 
At this point, it is important to 
say farewell to the fourth year veter- 
ans as well as the other players who 


may not be coming back next year: 

DeGroot was a stellar rookie de- 
fenseman who often jumped up 
in the rush to score timely goals 
while holding his own defensive- 
ly. He played with much intensi- 
ty and good humour. He is a good 
passer, skater, and he has excel- 
lent hockey sense. A great memo- 
ry of him is when Redeemer played 
against Calvin, and he jumped into 
the play, unexpectantly scoring the 
Royals’ first goal of the game. He 
will be greatly missed if he does not 
return, 

Jared Snider came into the season 
having much past hockey experi- 
ence and smarts. He played tough, 
working hard in the corners and in 
front of the net. His size and tough- 
ness was an asset to the fairly small 
team. Even though his stint on the 
team was short, he was a key player. 

Nate “Dawg” VanBenthem is a 
fourth year veteran to the team who 
many would call a “gentle giant.” 
He worked hard every time he 
stepped on the ice and was focused 
on improving his defensive abili- 
ties. He did a great job defensively, 
as he was always concerned with 
covering his opponents and get- 
ting the puck out of the zone. Being 
a defensive defenseman meant that 
he did not score too many goals, 
so every time he did, it was a huge 
team celebration, even if they were 
up by several goals, and he was 
overjoyed too. 

Sam Overduin could be called the 
“unsung, hero” of the team, as he 
works hard every time he steps on 
the ice and does the simple things 
well. His work ethic and constant 
effort to improve his own abilities 
cannot be stressed enough. He was 
very versatile, playing in any posi- 
tion that was asked of him. He was 
also voted the most sportsmanlike 
player on the team because of his 
great attitude towards both his team 
mates and opponents. A bittersweet 
memory of him is from two years 


ago during a Calvin game when he 
laid out the body-check of the game 
on a player but broke his ankle in 
the same shift. One will likely see 
him in the league next year but on 
another team. 

Joseph Groeneveld struggled of- 
fensively this year not putting up 
the numbers he did in the past. 
Nevertheless, he led by example 
in his hard work, good sportsman- 
ship, and focus on improving, his 
own skills. He and Dave DeGraaf 
formed a solid penalty-killing unit. 
His speed and work ethic will be 
missed, 

DeGraaf, the captain of the team, 
was an excellent role model for the 
team in every practice and game. 
His love for and enjoyment of 
hockey has never gone unnoticed. 
He gave 110 percent every time he 
stepped on the ice and played a 
very intense and disciplined style 
of game. He is a player that every 
coach would want on his team be- 
cause he always thinks of the team 
first, sacrificing his body and repu- 
tation for the sake of the team. In the 
past four years, he has scored many 
key goals—especially in shootouts. 
Losing him leaves a huge void in 
the team leadership, which will be 
an immense step up for someone 
to fill. 

In conclusion, these players thank 
Redeemer for providing a hockey 
program in which they could joy- 
fully participate. They are indebted 
to Oppertshauser for his excellent 
coaching over the past three years, 
and they thank their team mates for 
the great times. 

The team thanks all their friends 
and families for bearing the cold 
temperatures of the arena in order 
to support them, because playing in 
front of a crowd is very exciting. 

Lastly, the team thanks God be- 
cause He is good all the time and is 
the only reason why they can enjoy 
the game of hockey. To Him be all 
honour and glory. 


A Final Dose of Advice From “Dear Tim” 


Tim covers questions on memorable proposals, dancing quirks, and more 


Dear Tim, 

Our dorm has a difficulty re- 
garding television usage. There 
are regular conflicts regarding who 
can watch the only TV that we 
have. While one wants to watch 
The OC, the other wants to watch a 
movie with her boyfriend. This is 
just one of the many conflicts that 
have arisen, What can we do to al- 
leviate these issues? 

Division Due to Television 


Dear Division, 

This problem is inevitable when- 
ever there are multiple people in a 
house, all using one television, And 
since it is probably the most popu- 
lar person in your dorm, it isn’t sur- 
prising that you all want to hang 
out with it. 

One suggestion would be to 
make a sign up sheet. After you are 
done, you can throw it out, because 
it is fairly certain that this idea 
won't work. It is, however, helpful, 
because while you are doing this, 
there is one less person fighting 
over the television, 

Another solution is available if 
you have a remote control with a 
“previous channel” button. This 
way you can flip between your teen 
soap operas and ridiculous reality 
TV shows, say, every ten seconds. 
Trust me, neither of you will miss 
much, 

For the love-struck movie watch- 
ers, perhaps you could just encour- 
age them to pursue other means 
of spending time together besides 
the time-honoured Redeemer tra- 
dition of movie-watching. Perhaps 
they are not yet serious enough for 
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making out in the orchard or hold- 
ing hands as they walk down Kitty 
Murray Lane. You could encourage 
them to go to Room 211 and bask 
themselves in the romantic whistle 
coming from the ducts or to read 
excerpts from Calvin's Institutes to 
one another. Hopefully these sug- 
gestions will keep the fighting over 
the television to a minimum. 


Dear Tim, 

Banquet is this weekend and I 
have no idea how to dance. How 
can I make up for this lack of tal- 
ent, or is there anyway I can avoid 
drawing attention to myself? 

Worst at the Waltz 


Dear Worst, 

As they say, it takes two to tango, 
but only one to screw it up, Well, 
perhaps I just made that up, but 
it still rings true. This advice does 
come a little bit late, but it certainly 
can still be applied, as, since this is 
Redeemer, there are plenty of wed- 
dings to attend and more banquets 
to look forward to. 

Naturally, it is going to be dif- 
ficult to teach you how to dance 
through print, but I certainly will 
try. As more than likely that you are 
Dutch, this can be relatively simple. 
All you need to do is get yourself 
a sandwich board that says “I’m 
Dutch” on it. Most people will then 
excuse you from dancing entirely, If 
you feel so moved, you could gy- 
rate your arms, but | would keep 
that to a minimum. You could also 
go to the old standbys, such as head 
bobbing, toe tapping, and perhaps 
some slight drumming on nearby 
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Senior Staff Writer 


surfaces, 

Of course, you could always go 
the opposite direction and make 
your dance moves  complete- 
ly strange and eccentric, Then, if 
you simply tell others that you are 
drunk, perhaps indicating this by 
wearing a lampshade, tablecloth, 
or other item, you also excuse 
yourself from the embarrassment 
that comes with being sober and 
dancing poorly, ; 

You could also watch a ridiculous 
amount of music videos and other 


programs that offer people dancing. 
This way you can pick up moves 
from Madonna, Michael Jackson, or 


MC Hammer. Now, as the banquet 
is a school run event, | would con- 
sult Student Life department about 
which videos present acceptable 
dance moves and which might be 
considered disco or hedonistic. | am 


sure they would be happy to oblige. 
Good luck and happy i ncing. 


I'm planning on proposing to 
my girlfriend, but | want to make 


it memorable. Any suggestions? 
Loo f : 
Locking fr nei 


* 


So you are a romantic at heart 
but have the imagination of a wom- 
bat. That is quite the predicament. 
First of all, you should know that it 
isn’t the uniqueness of the proposal 
that makes it memorable, but how 
much your parents make which is 
the important factor. However, sup- 
posing you need all the uniqueness 
you can get, I will try to help you 
out, 

Candlelight, romantic music, 
and a picnic under the stars are 
all great ideas if you enjoy clichés. 
However, why not be different? 
You could replace candlelight with 
a garbage can fire. Instead of ro- 
mantic music, it could be the hum 
of electrical lines. Or, rather than 
under the stars, you could be under 
a tree during a thunderstorm. 

Fancy restaurants are also over- 
done. Why not propose between 
bites of a bean burrito at Taco Bell? 
Also, kneeling might be the tradi- 
tional pose, but why not mix it up 
by hanging upside-down from the 
roof? Heed these suggestions, and 
| guarantee your proposal will be 
memorable. 


Dear Tim, 

My time at Redeemer is nearly 
done, as I am graduating, What 
can I do to adjust to the real world 
after having spent four years at 
university? 

Guy with Post-Graduate 

Depression 


Dear Guy, 

It is understandable that, after 
this long time at university, you 
need some way of properly transi- 


tioning into the “real world.” You 
may now have to go out and start 
paying for housing, paying for your 
own food, and working. There are a 
couple of ways that you can make 
this adjustment a little bit easier to 
take, 

For one, you can have some of 
your friends come to work with you 
and distract you while you file your 
TPS reports, or whatever other job 
that caters to the field in which you 
may have specialized. They can ask 
you ridiculous questions, play loud 
bass-driven music, or perhaps just 
leave a mess around your desk. 
This way it can be as difficult to get 
work done at your new place of em- 
ployment as it is to write papers or 
study in a university dorm! 

Another way that you can make 
the “real world” seem like you are 
still in university is by getting an 
apartment in or near a convent so 
that the guy-girl ratio is roughly 
the same. Unfortunately it might be 
more difficult to woo those girls as 
compared to those at Redeemer, 

Or, you could simply throw 
money at the situation. Can you 
say post-graduate education? Good 
luck out there in the work force! 


Have any questions for Dear 
Tim? Too bad. Thank you for those 
questions received, and thank you 
for reading. 


One last piece of advice from 
me before | depart from this 
school: “Watch out for the biting 
monkeys. Their strawberry-rhu- 
barb pie is incredible, but it is ex- 
tremely pricey.” 
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NATURE. 
(CLOCK- 
WISE, START- 
ING AT LEFT): 
“FROG,’’ 
HOLLIE- 
ROSE LocS; 
“PEACE,” 
SARAH GILLIS; 
“SKUNK 
CABBAGE,” 
JUSTIN FREE; 
“LINTITLED,” 
NIKKI VANEYkK 


City LIFE. 
LEFT: 
“CORNMARKET 
STREET, 
OXFORD, 
UK,’ JAKOB 
VANDORP. 


fy UT OF 
LACE. 
BELOW: 


SUINTITLED,” 
KATHLEEN 


WINNERS. 

®* NATURE: 
“LINTITLED,”’ NIKKI VANEYK 

®* Cire Lives 

“CORNMARKET STREET,” JAKOB 
VAN DORP 

° OuT OF PLAGE: 

“UNTITLED,” KATHLEEN FLOHR 
°* PEOPLE: 
“UNTITLED,” PAUL TERPSTRA 


PEOPLE. 

BOTTOM Lert: “UNTITLED,” PAUL 
TERPSTRA. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: “FAR SIDE OF THE 
SEA,” SARAH GILLIS. 


